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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

8:00 am – 9:00 am:  Registration  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------- 

9:00 am – 10:15 am: Concurrent Session I 

 

A. Working with Students with Interrupted Formal Education (SIFE): What Should I 

Know? 
 

This workshop will discuss critical background information to know about students with limited 

education as well as what features to consider as you develop a specific program for this special 

population. Presenters will share guidelines from the district, school, classroom and family 

engagement perspectives. An overview of suggested strategies and available resources will be 

shared. 

  

Presenters: Barbara Tedesco and Elizabeth Franks, Language and Literacy Associates 

for Multilingual and Multicultural Education  

 
 

B. The Civil Rights of ELLs 

Become an advocate for your students!  Brush up on current legislation and federal guidance 

regarding the civil rights of English language learners and their families.  Increase your 

awareness of the law as it pertains to your role as the ESL/Bilingual teacher-advocate.  Common 

misconceptions will be explored and solutions examined.   
 

 Presenter: Margaret Churchill, Closter Public Schools 

 

C. Shifting Literacies: Composing and Editing in Print and Video 

What happens to ELLs when they shift back and forth between two different modes of language 

and two different modes of thinking? As teachers, we hope that one mode illuminates the other. 

This presentation discusses a project where students created and edited two projects on the same 

topic—one in video and one in print.  It examines how video and print literacies differ and how 
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moving back and forth between these projects helps ELLs gain insight and control over the 

composing and editing processes.  
 

Presenter: Christopher Weaver, William Paterson University  

 

 

D. Empowering Bilingual Families to Develop Literacy Skills at Home 

 

This presentation will discuss the importance of home life and family inclusion when developing 

literacy skills in our bilingual populations.  The use of literacy skills in the home is a vital source 

of inspiration for young students, as it answers the question “why do we learn to read and write” 

through living exemplars.  Creative, family-based strategies will be discussed that utilize daily 

routines and other familiar activities to empower caregivers to take an active role in language 

and literacy development.   

Presenter: Collen Takemoto, William Paterson University 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

10:30 am – 11:45 am:  Plenary Session (location: V1012) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------.m. 

— 11:45 a.m.  

Presiding: Dr. Bruce Williams, Director, Bilingual/ESL Graduate Program, William Paterson University  
 

Conference Remarks  
 

Dr. Kara Rabbitt, Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, William Paterson University and  

 

Dr. Candace Burns, Dean, College of Education, William Paterson  

 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker: Dr. Gladys Vega  

 

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Tatyana Kleyn, City University of New York Graduate Center 

"Supporting Undocumented Students: Lessons for Educators” 

  
  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

11:45 am – 12:15 pm:  Lunch   Location:  Valley Café  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------. 
 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

12:30 pm – 1:45 am:  Concurrent Session II   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------. 
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E.  Understanding Metaphors in a Second Language - 

 
The comprehension of metaphors poses a common difficulty for English language learners 

(ELLs), bilinguals, and translators. Undoubtedly, this is due to the fact that the meaning 

behind metaphors is uniquely grounded in cultural symbols, in contrast to other types of 

language. Therefore, when the hearer attempts to understand a metaphor in their L2, cultural 

knowledge becomes equally important in the process of comprehension as linguistic 

knowledge. Workshop explores how Event-Related Potentials, generated in the brain as a 

result of the activation of neural networks by external stimuli, offer positive evidence for the 

complexity of the comprehension of metaphors. 

  

 Presenter: Kevin Guzzo, City University of New York Graduate Center 

 

 

F. Asking Strategic Questions: The Often-Neglected Competency Skill 

 

Language learners need to be able to ask strategic questions in order to participate in the 

culture. Too often in many classes, it is the teacher who asks most of the questions; however, 

in real-life, it is the participant who needs to be able to ask questions. This is especially true 

outside the classroom where our students need to be able to ask strategic questions.  Workshop 

participants will explore activities for teaching and developing communicative ability to ask a 

range of question types both for interpersonal and academic purposes.  

 

Presenter: Mary Carpenter, New York University and City College of New York  
 

 

 

G. The Role of Language Variation in Teaching a Second or Foreign Language: Chinese, 

English, Spanish and ?? 

In addition to developing academic competence in L2, communication in the real world entails 

receptive and productive knowledge of language varieties and variation. How can teachers help? 

The presenters will share their research and experiences on this issue, explore implications for 

pedagogy, and invite audience participation. 

Presenters:  Chencen Cai, Miriam Eisenstein Ebsworth, New York University and 

Timothy Ebsworth, The College of New Rochelle 

 

H. Evaluation of Bilingual Children by Monolingual SLPs (Strategies and Tips) 
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This discussion will focus on strategies of assessing bilingual children by a monolingual SLP. It 

is important to know those practices that are useful in evaluating a child who speaks a language 

that the SLP does not speak. Interpreters, family interviews, background information, 

observation, dynamic assessment, etc are all methods that SLPs can use in evaluating a bilingual 

/ bicultural child. The differences between language acquisition of monolingual children and 

bilingual children is also important to know for the monolingual SLP. 

 

 Presenter: Rebecca Zolotkovsky, William Paterson University 

 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

2:00 pm – 3:15 pm:  Concurrent Session III   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------. 
 

I. Learning English and Facing America: Success and Frustration in the Classroom 

 

Coming to America, students and children of immigrant families travel a long distance, not only 

geographical. The psychological and emotional toll on children has been well researched. 

American schools differ a lot to educational institutions in other countries, and technology, 

language and customs are difficult to navigate. What can we do to better familiarize these 

students with the new environment and make them “open up” to the curriculum? What 

approaches can we use to ease their discomfort and accelerate their immersion in English? Best 

practices and advice from the classroom, with real stories and ready to use techniques. 

 

 Presenter: María Anderson, Kean University 

 

J. The Politics of Educating Undocumented Students 

 

In 1982 the Supreme Court made a landmark decision rendering it illegal for school districts to 

deny public education to students based on their immigration status. Thirty- two years later 

school district and politicians across the nation, struggle to create a blueprint that addresses the 

needs of this population. The fear of being deported, many times impacts the level parental 

involvement; thus impacting the process of language acquisition. Workshop explores how 

districts and teachers in Passaic County address this issue. 

Presenter: Egly Valenzuela, Paterson School District 

 

K. "Maybe we just kind of could . . .": Trimming hedges and reducing hesitations in 

English language learner's speech. 
 

This workshop examines the discourse features that prompt English language learners to both 

hedge and hesitate when speaking in and out of the American classroom. Employing methods 

from conversation analysis and interactional sociolinguistics, participants will learn how to 

recognize hedging and hesitations in their students' talk, as well as the effect these discursive 

features have when students, unwittingly, overuse them in communicative exchanges. Teachers 
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can enhance communication in a classroom in which the student population is an eclectic mix of 

English language learners by increasing their students' awareness of the small pieces of language 

that affect their larger communicative patterns.  

 

Presenters: Domenica L. DelPrete, Teachers College, Columbia University 

                                    Catherine M. Box, Teachers College, Columbia University  

 

 

 

L. Vocabulary Instruction for English Language Learners in the Common Core State 

Standards 

In this workshop, we will examine the role of vocabulary instruction in the content area 

classroom. We will analyze the guidelines suggested by the Common Core State Standards for 

the teaching and learning of academic language through vocabulary instruction and word-

learning strategies. We will also discuss the need to develop English language learners’ 

vocabulary range and depth intentionally in order to support their learning and develop their 

language skills. Participants will be encouraged to think of instructional strategies and activities 

that can be used in the classroom to motivate students and enhance teaching and learning. 

Presenter: Fernando Naiditch, Montclair State University 

 

 

M. Acquisition and Assessment of Bilingual Vocabulary Development 

 

We will address oral vocabulary development, including morphemic combination, deciding on 

the social context in which the oral vocabulary is used, and determining how a word relates to 

others in a sentence. We will examine necessary considerations in assessing bilingual vocabulary 

development, such as L1 - L2 vocabulary interactions and contextual influences.  

 

Presenter: Betty Kollia, William Paterson University 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

3:15 pm – 4:00 pm:  Debrief, Socialize, and Network  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------. 
 


