
Summer 2021 book discussion summary 

 

To support culturally relevant mentoring, and in an 

effort to create a cohort experience with the MaCS 

scholars, our research coordinator held book 

discussions over the summer session 2021.  Dr. Hill 

first curated a list of possible books that both scholars 

and mentors could read and that would also 

completement the mentor/mentee relationship and 

the notion of environmental justice.  Mentors and 

mentees choose the book:  What the Eyes Don’t See by 

Mona Hanna-Attasha, about the history and neglect of 

the water crisis in Flint, MI.  This reading was 

successful on many levels.  We met twice over the 

summer.  Our first meeting included a discussion of 

the initial 8 chapters of the book.  In our book 

meetings we began with reviewing themes or 

insights.  Some of the students mentioned themes 

such as persistence, fighting for justice, and 

belonging.  Students connected the text to their 

everyday lives and experiences as future 

scientists.  Mentors and mentees were also able to see 

the environmental justice connections to their own 

communities.  The reading of the water crisis in Flint, 

spurred us to conduct research on water in NJ 

counties.   

Also shared were media resources on the Flint water crisis and a 20 min clip with Dr. Hanna-
Attisha (There are several resources!): 
  
Mona Hanna-Attisha (author of What the Eyes Don't See) at the FYE® Conference 2019 - 
YouTube 
  
FLINTPOISONING.ORG 

  
F L I N T (flintdocumentary.com) 
  
NOVA | Poisoned Water | Season 44 | Episode 10 | PBS 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DPasD9CZJZPM&data=04%7C01%7CChampanerkarJ%40wpunj.edu%7Cbe149c2c14b3445c2d6408da03c61a7a%7C74540637643546cc87a46d38efb78538%7C0%7C0%7C637826446617303140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=b%2BZmx%2Fl6To1qLsoLhbYPTztMjezU%2BhD716F%2F8sU4IUE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DPasD9CZJZPM&data=04%7C01%7CChampanerkarJ%40wpunj.edu%7Cbe149c2c14b3445c2d6408da03c61a7a%7C74540637643546cc87a46d38efb78538%7C0%7C0%7C637826446617303140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=b%2BZmx%2Fl6To1qLsoLhbYPTztMjezU%2BhD716F%2F8sU4IUE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fflintpoisoning.org%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DFlint%253A%2520The%2520Poisoning%2520of%2520an%2520American%2520City%2520traces%2Cto%2520Michigan%25E2%2580%2599s%25202013%2520appointing%2520of%2520outside%2520emergency%2520managers.&data=04%7C01%7CChampanerkarJ%40wpunj.edu%7Cbe149c2c14b3445c2d6408da03c61a7a%7C74540637643546cc87a46d38efb78538%7C0%7C0%7C637826446617303140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9mG5dfylE650PQhc03xxKHKxPxL%2BW7crfeuFKn7vjrs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flintdocumentary.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChampanerkarJ%40wpunj.edu%7Cbe149c2c14b3445c2d6408da03c61a7a%7C74540637643546cc87a46d38efb78538%7C0%7C0%7C637826446617303140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YXAI3R6nhr3Xg4Y09OxUAXFia6f9YHPXgfJwIDErJWc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fvideo%2Fpoisoned-water-jhhegn%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChampanerkarJ%40wpunj.edu%7Cbe149c2c14b3445c2d6408da03c61a7a%7C74540637643546cc87a46d38efb78538%7C0%7C0%7C637826446617303140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PtlH9CWlJWEitmF0WRoj6gkqc6q7rMxa895xldIKRAk%3D&reserved=0

