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Weeks 1 - 7 Focus Area: Academic Language  
  
Following are the ways teachers and students use academic language in the classroom. Observe 
your cooperating teacher and students for ways that they are using academic language.  Write your 
observations for each component of academic language. 
  
Conduct observations for the use of academic language during weeks 1 - 7 and submit this 
journal entry for week 7. 
  
Think about how you will teach using academic language and how you will have students use 
academic language to demonstrate learning.





Language Supports: How does your cooperating teacher help students understand, use and 
practice the concepts and language they need to learn within the content area (discipline)?   

Language Demands: Vocabulary: What subject specific and academic vocabulary are 
students asked to learn and use? 
 

Language Demands: Language Functions:  What will students do to demonstrate appropriate 
use and application of academic language?  



Language Demands: Discourse and Syntax:  How do students use academic language to 
express understanding of content? (using academic language and appropriate grammar versus 
everyday conversational language)
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