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HAYES

One painting in this exhibition—Barely Visible-
Vinalhaven— evokes both anticipation and longing. arrival
and leave-taking. A form that stands for an island on the
carpet of a rainy sea moves forward. or recedes depending on
how it is read. The colors are dense, richly somber. The
painting is full of space and dusky light. It is one of Connie
Hayes’ own favorite paintings and it represents a direction in

which she is moving.

Connie Hayes is a dedicated and prolific artist. She is
defined by her painting; her studio has always dominated her
living space. To her, painting is living; what strengthens her

work enriches her life.

Color — original, glorious, sometimes outrageous — is
the heart of Hayes’ work. Barely Visible, even more than
some of the brilliant works, indicates how far she has come
in her understanding of the complexities of color. Her
sensibility is related to Fairfield Porter, the artist whose work
she most admires. She delights in the manner in which
Soutine throws down a mark and there's a whole skull, and
that shows in her own work. When she works with the figure
there is the shock and mystery of David Park.

But her color is her own and she uses it audaciously
She likens it to playing the piano on one end of the scale or
the other—or bringing together the full range. She speaks of
the infinity and subtlety of mixing color and wonders aloud
how much magenta she can put into the mix and still not

reach garish.

Beyond the real accomplishment of developing and
extending her palette, she is continuously refining her vision
so that the scene before her disappears; houses and roads
become blocks and licks of color. Strata and organic forms
replace the broad landscape, marks signify a person, light
tells time. She says simply, “I try to paint in the present what
I think I haven't done yet.”















C O N N I E H A Y E S received her B.EA. from

the Maine College of Art and her M.F.A. from Tyler School of Art. She has
been a visiting artist at San Francisco State University, Alfred University,
and Bowdoin College, and an artist in residence at Skowhegan School of
Painting and Sculpture and at the Farnsworth Museum, Maine. Her work is
included in numerous collections such as Fortune Magazine and The New
Yorker; ABC’s Good Morning America and the Monhegan Museum, Maine.
She is represented in New York by Felissimo Gallery, and in Maine by
Greenhut Galleries.
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