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As press coverage of the Center for Chinese Art’s events, programs, classes and exhibits continue,
the Center will collect and present them for public utilization and to maintain a historical record
of its continued achievements.
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University
Galleries

The Galleries are located in the Ben Shahn Center for the Visual Arts. The Galleries are open Monday

through Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and by appointment. They are closed during University recesses.
Admission is free to all exhibits.

East Gallery
PO‘ ‘ IeI' Al‘t Collection in Progress
/. Recent acquisitions of artists’ books and prints
a Delaura,

Galleries e October 24-December 2, 2011

yave Zavracky Court Gallery and East Gallery

Chinese Drawing Exhibit in Conjunction with the
Center for Chinese Art at William Paterson University

This exhibit of one hundred drawings by some of China's greatest masters is on loan from the Central
Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing.

September 5-22, 2011
Power Art Gallery id Art

Professor Zhiyuan Cong, curator erature which

s. Virginia -
. An exhibition of photographs from student trip to China - ‘ : . W
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COLLEGE OF THE
ARTS AND COMMUNICATION

WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY




WILLIAM

College of the Arts and Communication
300 Pompton Road » Wayne, New dersey 07470
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INK RHYTHM FROM
RIVER AND SEA

Heritage and Innovation
Exhibition from Nantong Institute of Chi-
nese Calligraphy and Painting
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Ink Rhythm from River and Sea: Inheritance and Innovation
———An Exhibition from Nantong Institute of Calligraphy and Chinese Painting

The tradition of Chinese painting can be traced back 2000 years. The amazing continuity of philosophy and style might be atiributed to various
fsctors.mlucﬁngmmqumssmhawmphmdlhemﬂydmcfuﬂwp:wus.buluumlnmmasmmwwmh
artists themselves, a unity passed from one generation to another. This artistic tradition was formalized in the seeds of the art academy 1000 years ago.

The Chinese “Institute™ or “Academy” dedicated o painting and calligraphy has its roots in the court painters of the Han Dynasty (206 BC -
220 AD). The “Academy ol Painting” developed in the Western Shu (900 - 965 AD) and the Southern Tang (937 - 975 AD). This ancient tradition
continues 1o this day with academies established throughout the country on the national lavel, the provincial level, the municipal level, or the county level
with different organizational systems in different areas. The Chinese government provides studio space and funding for artists, This support allows artists
mrreeﬁunmwuductMrwch.awhangatdm.anclmfklrmrmureuismmm.lnmhwwﬂs.hecmmmwwmmwmmol
art is the conduit for the continuation of Chinese painting traditions and also the institution responsible for integrating creativity, research, and education,

NaﬂtongislocslsdinmwuﬂmmChinauimmaYellowSeuloﬂsmmdﬂ'leYmmmﬂsm.hismmmdw
across the Yangtze River. Nantong has long been regarded as the bright pear! of Jiangsu Province and the first window 1o the Delta. Due to its favorable
geographic position, the city has been reputed as the Pioneer City in Modem China, integrating the culture from both the north and south, The Nantong
motwmmcmwnmdmwmmmumhammmmhcanMcmwmpmm
Mmdcnmmmﬂhuwamnnmmmnmmmmmmnammmmlmmmwmmhmmm

Toﬂﬁsmwmmmmwwmmmmhrymmm:m.mmmMMummmmmmam-
ship at the Institute.

Kang Rong, a painter by profession, is the Director of the Nantong Institute of Calligraphy and Chinese Painting, Director of Geyl Art Museum, and
Vice Chairman of Nantong Artists Association. He has participated in numerous national and international art exhibitions. He had a one-man exhibit at the
Nanjing Museumn in 2006. He was awarded with *Prize of Excellence™ in the National Contest on Calligraphy and Paintings in 2000 and the *“Prize of
Excellent Work™ inthe “Love for Taihu Lake™ Exhibition of Nominated Traditional Chinese Paintings in Suzhou in 2005. His publications inciude “An
Album of Traditional Chinese Paintings by Kang Rong” , “The Finabrush Landscape Painting Works™ and A Survey of Paintings In Nantong Since the
Ming and Qing Dynasties”™ . From his early childhood, Kang Rong was nurtured by the tradition of Chinese painting. Under the infiluence of his father, he
tried his hand at poetry, calligraphy, painting and seal-cutting. His formal education was at the Manjing Art Institute, where he was privileged to study with
memas‘!lmo!meday.Hﬂmmﬂmnwmm&aﬂﬁmdcfﬁnmaﬂcm&vmmm&mmmwmlphibwﬁiu.FmYang.Dh‘ecioruf
the Landscape Painting Research Office, China National Academy of Painting, has written that Kang Rong® s work has *noble character, bright air. and
a postic quality, which are exactly the special skills neaded for painting” .

The painter Hou Dejian is Honorary Director of Nantong Institute of Calligraphy and Chinese Painting, Chairman of the Nantong Association of Fine
Artists and a Member of the Standing Committee of CPPCC of Nanlong. His wotk has been exhibited in nalional and international group art exhibitions as
well as many one-parson exhibitions. He won a second-~class award at “The Second National Picture Story Book Exhibition™ In 1981 and the first prize
at Jiangsu Provincial Picture Story Book Exhibition™ in 1984, His painting "Cowboys” was awarded the “Prize for Excellence” at the Fine Arts Exhibi—
tion of Jiangsu Province and chosen for the “Second National Sports Painting Exhibition” in 1990, He was awarded the first prize at the All-China Fine
Art Exhibition in 1881. A monograph of his work, “Hou Dejian: Selected Works of Contemporary Artists in Traditional Chinese Painling™ , was published
and his painting work “March Eastward On and On" was included in “Classified Collection of Fine Arts in China™ in 2001. Hou Dejian’ s reputation
is that of an artist born with an astute ability to observe and record nature, who has. over the years, developed a surprising memory bank of images. His
meticulous observation of the detalls in life and his penetrating analysis of the images enable him to act at will in creating his artwork in interesting, natural,
and subtle ways.

ZHuJiuwwistmcmdMnmmmndwwmmmdemWWdﬁm
Artists. His paintings were selected for *The Exhibition of Arts of Four Seasons in China® where he won the gold medal in 1991, He won the third-place
award at “Exhibition of Works from Jiangsu Thousand Mile Natural Sketching Tour® in 2007. His work received the *Nomination Award® at the 11th
National Fine Art Exhibition and the gold medal at "Jinling China Exhibition of Traditional Chinese Paintings™ in 2009. Two monographs on his work have
been published; *Zhu Jianzhong: Contemporary Artist in Traditional Chinese Painting”™ and “Selected Art Works of Zhu Jianzhong® . A graduate of the
Nanjing Art Institute, Zhu Jianzhang has dedicated his life to art and been rewarded with significant recognition. As early as 1980, Liu Haisu, a master of
Chinese ar, said of his paintings: “your work has good structure, subiie texture, and fine lines. Your ability at linear construction Is extraordinary and your
future is promising.”

Dang Chengwei, served as Deputy Director of Nantong Institute of Calligraphy and Chinese Painting and Curator of Nantong Geyl Art Museum. He
is now a member of the Jiangsu Provincial Association of Fine Artists. His paintings. exhibited nationally and internationally, were chosen for the *First
Nationwide Joint Exhibition of Works of Calligraphy and Painting Institutes” and won the Award for Excellence in 2003. He won a bronze medal at Jiangsu
Provincial Exhibition of Traditional Chinese Paintings in 2000, The book, “Dong Chengwei: Selected Warks of Contemporary Artists in Traditional Chinese
Painting” , documents the artist” s work. Dong Chengwei has published two instructional books on painting: “Plum Blossom, a model of painting for
imitative exercise” and “Rattan Trailers, a model ol painting for imitative exercise™ . Dong is a versatile artist. He began his studies with westem style
oil painting in order to build a foundation of knowledge of form and color theory. Later he took up the study of traditional Chinese painting. Due to this
unusual background, he was able to achieve innovations within the tradition of Chinese painting. Although his works are based on traditional material, his
art reflects modern sentiments, making viewers aware of the times.

The Academy of Art has evoived over a period of a thousand years, but the youthtul spirit that fives within the institution continues to develop and
change and nurture new ideas. In Volume IV of The General Histary of Chinese Fine Art, 1996, Wang Bomin cited the examination system and examination
standard of the Academy of Art in the Song Dynasty, saying "With terse brushstroke but overall expression, it is better to be natural in form and celor but
have a refined sense and charm without imitating the ancients.” Let us study the work of these four artists from the Nantong Institute with the hope of
understanding the history of their tradition along with the new ideas and methods they have contributed to the continued advancement of Chinese art.

Dr. Nancy Einreinhofer, Director

University Galleries of William Paterson University
Zhiyuan Cong, Professor and Director,

Center for Chinese Art at William Paterson University
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INK RHYTHM FROM RIVER AND SEA
HERITAGE AND INNOVATION
EXHIBITION FROM NANTONG INSTITUTE OF CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY
AND PAINTING
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Cultural Immersion

Center for Chinese Art at WPU explores eastern culture

BY CAROL BOTT JARGER

o provide an atmosphere of
I deeper understanding that
bridges Chinese and American
cultures through art is the hope of
William Paterson University for its
newly created Center for Chinese Art
in Wayne.

Funded by a generous donation
from honorary directors Margaret
Lam and David Yen, the center is
dedicated to preserving and sharing
the artistic heritage of China and
integrating its rich traditions into the
university’s curriculum,

GOOD FORTUNE

In Chinese culture, the spiritual
meaning of the number nine is good
fortune and good luck. “The Center
for Chinese Art opened on 9/9/09,"
says Zhiyuan Cong, professor of art
and director of the center. Bomn in
Nantong, China, Cong is also a
renowned artist. :

“The celebration began at 9 p.m.
and lasted nine minutes. Five nines in
one day will mean a long future for
our center,” explains Cong. “We did-
n't plan it; that's the only time the
university president, dean and donors
could meet,” he recalls.

CULTURAL CURRICULUM

The curriculum for the center
includes classes in both traditional
and contemporary Chinese arts such
as Chinese drawing, ink painting.
color painting, calligraphy and wood-
block printing, as well as Chinese art
history and theory. “Through sympo-
siums, performances of Chinese
music, art exhibits and other events,
we hope to provide an understanding
of the essence and characteristics of
Chinese art,” says Cong.

Prior to the center’s opening.
WPU's art department was among
the earliest to offer a Chinese ink
painting studio art class that qualifies
toward a fine arts degree. “By my
research, America is the leader in the
west for Chinese art education, but
most colleges only focus on history,”
reports Cong. “There’s a need for stu-

EASTERN EXPERIENCE While most colleges focus on Chinese art history,

M

William Paterson students practice what they learn through art techniques

and performances.

dio art and practice. You can’t only
read a book about Chinese art; you
need to experience it,” he says.

This school year. Chinese painting
and seal carving workshops will be
offered. as well as a Chinese ink
painting exhibition from the Nantong
Chinese Art Institute.

OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

The WPU Summer Art in China
travel education program is now part
of the center’s offerings. Keli
Dougherty, a graduate student assis-
tant, recalls her last excursion to
China. “We had banquets with city
officials and went to museums,” she
explains. Students were introduced to
fellow artists as well as contacts in
Chinese government. “They treated
us like royalty. There were fireworks
and dancers to welcome us,”
Dougherty says “And we met artists
who were going to come to visit us
later at school.”

The students absorbed the richness
of Chinese history and culture as they
toured a famous rice paper factory
where they learned how to make the
special paper, ink cakes, ink tables
and brushes. Students observed an
ink painter who created beautiful
landscapes and were introduced to
Chinese printmaking in the form of

ink rubbings. They looked over the
shoulder of a detailing seal carver,
and participated in silk dying, a large
part of China’s textile industry. While
watching calligraphy demonstrations,
they learned the power of cach indi-
vidual stroke, and watched the
breathtaking paper cutting techniques
performed by the folk art master.

After each trip. students and facul-
ty publish a book about their summer
in China as an account of what they
learned. Photography, art and graphic
design students feature essays and
photographs focusing on the art, cul-
ture, education, history and content
of China’s cultural institutions. A
photo exhibition at the school’s art
gallery further showcases their cultur-
al immersion experience,

A NEW BEGINNING

Earlier this year, the center hosted
a Chinese New Year celebration for
the Wayne area community. Visiting
artists from China joined with WPU
staff members to present workshops
that illustrated Chinese artistic cre-
ations. Scenes from the Chinese
opera Changing Faces were per-
formed while musicians played tradi-
tional musical instruments. Authentic
Chinese cuisine was served. m

WAYNE MAGAZINE BACK TO SCHOOL 2010
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New Center

By VITTORIA SERINO
Staff Whiter

The Center for Chinese Art will
open March 8 in room B100 of the Ben
Shan Art Center, offering a large expo-
sition of art by Chinese and American
artists.

The idea for establishing the center
at WPU came from Margaret Lam,
David Yem, President Speert, Provost
Weil and Vice President Deller, said
Professor Zhiyuan Cong, director of the

project. .

Cong believes that the center is “an
endeavor to integrate the richness of
Chinese art and culture into a curricu-
lum, as well as an attempt to use these
mediums to create a better apprecia-
tion of China in the United States.”

There is not a big community of
Chinese students on campus, but Cong
believes that a number of students
want to know about Chinese art.

“The center will create a curriculum
field trip which will explore the prac

for C

hinese Art opens
tice of Oriental art and remind
Western scholars and students the
importance of both theory and practice
in the study of Oriental art,” Cong said.

The grand opening ceremony will
host a printmaking workshop by visit-
ing artists at 10 a.m. until 12.30 p.m.
in the Printmaking Studio at the
Power Art Center.

There will also be a symposium
hosted by panelists and visiting artists
in Ben Shahn Center from 2 to 4 p.m.

“A Center for Chinese Art and
Culture in suburban New Jersey is an
ideal way for Americans to become
more familiar with and acquire a
greater appreciation for our Chinese
neighbors,” Cong said. Therefore, Cong
remarked that the study of Chinese
Art, history and aesthetics and philos-
ophy is the vanguard of Western coun
tnes.

“It will be of great importance in
guiding the future research in Chinese
art,” Cong said.
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Center for
Chinese Art

opens in Ben Shahn

THE LOBBY OF THE BEN SHAHN CENTER for the Visual Arts was
buzzing with excitement as a large group of honored guests, faculty and staff
gathered to celebrate the grand opening of the University’s newly established
Center for Chinese Art on Monday, March 8, 2010,

The University's recently retired president, Arnold Speert, weleomed
the guests. “The Center is a symbol of a new beginning, and is a permanent
home to study Chinese culture at William Paterson," he said. “The Center
gives a creative flourish to the University that will last for vears to come, and
builds on a relationship that goes back more than thirty vears when we first
connected to Anhui University, that continues to grow through our Global
Financial Services Institute.”

The day's events included a printmaking workshop presented by several
visiting Chinese artists. The Center’s director, William Paterson University
professor of art, Zhivuan Cong, led a symposium where the issue of Chinese
painting in the new century was discussed. A ribbon-cutting ceremony, and
a banquet, capped the day's events.

The Center for Chinese Art also ushered in the Year of the Tiger,
Chinese New Year 2010 on February 17. The festivities included a program
on Chinese art appreciation by Professor Cong in the Power Art building.
Musical performances featured Yang Yion the guzheng, an ancient Chinese
string instrument. The William Paterson University Jazz Ensemble, part
of the University’s internationally known Jazz Studies Program, also per-
formed. Zhao Naivi, who acts in Chinese opera, offered a "Changing Faces™
performance. Guests nlso enjoved authentic Chinese cuisine.

The Center for Chinese Art is loeated on the gallery level in the Ben
Shahn Center for the Visual Arts. The Center was established on September
g, 2008 to cultivate a deeper understanding of Chinese art and culture.

The Center was funded by contributions from Margaret Lam and David
Yen. The Center introduces Chinese culture and art to students and members
of the community through Chinese art studio and history curriculum,

symposiums, art exhibitions, visiting artists and study abroad programs, #
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