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Welcome and overview of the GE planning process and today’s 

activitiesNovember 2007 Visions of what GE can be

February 2008 What could we be doing better and what can we learn from others 

March 2008 What are the dimensions of a 21st century education - skills

April 24, 2008 Components of a GE program – what fits for us?

May 15, 2008 Review of FY08 accomplishments

Faculty ideas for GE components & approaches

May 15 to September 

30, 2008

Faculty invited to submit proposals for components or for the entire 

program

Fall 2008 Examine and consolidate the proposed GE approaches

December 2008 Select the approach that is best for us

Spring 2009 Complete the selected approach with suggestions for new courses to 

be developed and existing courses to meet requirements

March 2009 Final proposal presented to the Senate for its 

consideration

Summer and fall 2009 Curriculum development as needed for inclusion in Fall 2010 

scheduling

Fall 2010 New GE curriculum begins



First Year Approaches to General Education – more than an FYE seminar

Portland State (Freshman Inquiry- full year program)

Wagner College (Cluster with Reflective Tutorial and Service)

University of the Pacific ( 2 -1st year seminars; “What is a good 

society?” Link to senior capstone)

Approaches to Breadth & Depth/Upper level and senior experiences

Miami University of Ohio (Depth – Upper level thematic sequence)

University of North Carolina (Upper level sequenced cluster; 

Breadth with  plenty of choices)

Queens College (Focus on developing skills throughout)

Ramapo College ( GE at the 200-300 level)

College of New Jersey (Guided choice; 3 Tracks for Breadth)



Each of the institutional examples includes

•Brief description (from Carnegie classification and the 

University’s webpage)

•Overview of their GE program with a focus on the model 

component 

•Additional items of interest if appropriate

Questions to consider

1. What elements of other programs have potential for 

our GE?

2. How should we balance the skills & knowledge 

components of GE?

3. How can we incorporate assessment into our GE 

program from day one?



Portland State University

Public 23,444 (2004)

UG Profile Medium, selective, high transfer in  (67%)

Setting, Quarter system Large 4-year, non-residential

Carnegie elective classification Community Engagement

University Studies (GE)
http://www.pdx.edu/unst/

Freshman Inquiry  15 credits
Upper Division       12 credits (3 courses)
Senior Capstone      6 credits

Degree Requirements (additional 
GE distribution requirements)

For BA
28 credits (12 arts &letters) (12 sciences & 
math & social sciences), (4 foreign language)
For BS
BS 28 credits (12 sciences) (4 math) (12 arts & 
letters & social sciences)

Total credits for graduation 180 

Featured Component First Year

http://www.pdx.edu/unst/


Portland State

Freshman Inquiry

Sophomore Inquiry

Senior Capstone 

Service Project

Year long, interdisciplinary course focuses 

on analyzing information and multiple 

approaches to problem. Students build an 

electronic portfolio throughout their first 

year and write an essay on how the work 

they have submitted demonstrates progress 

toward the Univ. Studies goals.

Interdisciplinary cluster of 3 courses usually 

associated with a major

Upper Division cluster

The Goals of Portland’s University Studies Focus on

1. Inquiry & critical thinking

2. Communication

3. Human Experience

4. Ethics & Social Responsibility

Using a topic from Sophomore Inquiry 

students explore that topic in greater 

depth



Portland State 1st Year Cluster

•FRINQ courses are organized around 7 themes    

–students choose a theme

•There is also a residence hall program

•Electronic portfolios are used to assess student 

progress

•At the end of the freshman year students are 

asked to write a reflective essay on how their 

portfolio selections demonstrate progress 

toward the 4 goals of university studies



Wagner College

Private 2,259

Undergraduate Profile 4Yr, more selective, low to medium transfer

Size  & Setting Small 4 Yr; largely residential

Wagner Plan for the Liberal Arts

http://www.wagner.edu/wagner_pl

an/

Foundation  3 to 5 units

Intercultural 2 units (One International, One US)

Reflective Tutorial 2 units ( One 1st yr, One 4th yr)

Learning communities 3 units (One freshman,   

One sophomore or junior, One senior)

Disciplinary perspectives 10 units (3 Humanities, 3

Social sciences, 2 Science, 2 arts)

Civic Engagement Certificate 

(Optional)

6 courses, 270 hours service

Total GE Units 20 (26 for Civic Certificate)

Featured Component First year + experiential



Wagner Plan

Sophomore Year

Foundations 3 to 5 units

First Year Learning Community

2nd or 3rd year Learning Community

Learning Community in the major

Senior Year

•Intercultural perspectives

1 US unit, 1 Int’l unit (double counted)

•Humanities

3 units from 2 areas at least  one must 

be in history

•Social Sciences

3 units from 2 disciplines

•Sciences 

2 units from 2 disciplines (1 lab)

•Arts 

2 units in 2 disciplines 

Disciplinary Perspectives  10 units

Writing 2 units

Math 1 unit

Speech 1 unit * or proficiency

Computer 1 unit * or proficiency

Optional Civic Engagement Certificate 6 

courses/270 service hours



Wagner Plan

Freshman Learning Community

2 linked courses

1 Reflective Tutorial

Experiential – 30 hours

Intermediate Learning Community

2 thematically linked courses from 

different disciplines

Capstone + RFT+ 

Experiential (100 hours)

RFT=Reflective Tutorial

Emphasis on writing and discussion

Taught by one of the learning 

community faculty

Field experience linked to reading

Experiential may be…

•Service

•Field trip

•Mentorship

•Independent study

•Community-based   research



Wagner Plan

Examples of 1st year Learning Communities



University of the Pacific

Private 6,268

Undergraduate Profile FT 4Yr, more selective, high transfer in

Setting Medium 4 Yr; largely residential

General Education Program

“What is a Good Society?”

http://web.pacific.edu/x9293.

xml

3 Pacific Seminars

Breadth Program (9 categories)

One course in each category

Choice of courses in each category

Variation in breadth based on College.

Proficiencies in reading, writing and quantitative 

analysis

Assessment E-Portfolio must be completed by the end of the 3rd

Pacific Seminar (senior year)

Total GE 12 courses unless there are problems with 

fundamental skills proficiencies (36 units?)

Total Required for Graduation 128 units

Featured Component First-year seminars tied to theme and capstone

http://web.pacific.edu/x9293.xml
http://web.pacific.edu/x9293.xml


University of the Pacific

Pacific Seminar I and II (Freshman)

Pacific Seminar III (Senior)

Breadth Areas Determined by 

College

Individual & Society

IA – Individual & interpersonal

1B – U.S. Studies

1C – Global Studies

Human Heritage

2A – Literature, language, letters

2B - Fundamental human concerns

2C – Practice & perspectives in the 

Arts

Natural World & Formal Systems 

of Thought

3A – Lab Sciences *

3B – Formal systems of thought*

3C - Science, Technology & Society

*required of all students

One choice from each breadth category



Pacific Seminar I

Common reader

Interdisciplinary 

readings

Uniform syllabus

Discussion-oriented

Use of Blackboard

Average class size = 

21

Some sections linked 

to residence halls

“What is a Good Society?” links all 3 Seminars



Features of Pacific Seminar II

•Second Semester

•Discussion oriented

•Encourage critical thinking 

about one issue

•Writing intensive

•Topics related to the theme of 

a “good society”

•Scholarly research project

•Many choices among course 

topics



Miami University (Ohio)

Public 17,161

UG Profile FT 4Yr, more selective, low transfer

Size and Setting Primarily residential

Miami Plan for Liberal Education
Core Curriculum
http://www.units.muohio.edu/led/

Foundation (36 credits)
English comp (6)
Fine Arts , Humanities, Social Sciences (12)
Cultures  US,World Cultures (6)
Natural Sciences : Biology, Physical  Sci. (9)
Math/Logic/Tech (3)

Focus/Thematic Sequence (9 credits)
Capstone (3 credits)

Foreign Language Depends on major

Total Credits for Graduation 128

Credits for GE 45 + capstone (35%/65%)

Featured component Upper level sequence and assessment

http://www.units.muohio.edu/led/


Miami of Ohio’s Miami Plan

Thematic Sequence 

•At least one outside the major

•Can be self-designed

•Can be a minor or a double major

•Foundation course can serve as the 

1st course in a sequence

First Year Seminar (can be 

English or topical seminars)

Foundation (36 credits)

Focus (9 credits)

Capstones are applied or 

experiential learning



Miami 

University

of Ohio

Thematic Sequences 

9 + credits  

Self-designed  

option

Can be part of a 

Minor or 2nd

major

Interdisciplinary or

not



Senior Capstone: Some Capstones Open to Majors and Non-majors

The thematic 

sequences 

encourage pre-

requisites that may 

allow non-majors 

to consider a 

capstone in 

another program.

POL 419 CIVIL SOCIETY AND MODERN 

POLITICS (4) A capstone course 

designed to discuss the nature of modern 

civil society, including a discussion of its 

nature, its historical origins, the problems 

which threaten its continued existence, 

and the possible solutions which might be 

used to preserve and maintain it. 

Prerequisite: open to seniors who are 

either majors in Political Science or who, 

as non-majors, have taken the Political 

Thinking Thematic Sequence. The 

capstone seminar cannot be counted to 

meet the minimum number of credit hours 

for a major in the Department. 

Miami University of Ohio



Rubric used by the University’s Liberal Education Council for 

reviewing a proposal for a thematic sequence



Miami Plan’s

Assessment  

Links



University of North Carolina

Public, Research 26,878

Undergraduate Profile More selective; low transfer in (close to medium 

transfer)

Setting Large 4 yr, primarily residential; majority 

undergraduate

Carnegie elective classification Community engagement

General Education

http://college.unc.edu/undergra

duateed

Foundations 17*

Approaches 25

Total            42 Credits

Connections  9 (Arts & Sciences BA only)

Total            51 Credits

*Includes 7 hours of foreign language at a level 2 

placement

Public Service Scholars 300 hours of public service

North Carolina Community 

College Common Curriculum 

Transfers with AA degrees from NC colleges will 

cover 1 & 2 yr GE requirements except for foreign 

language and physical education

Featured components) Upper Level Sequenced Cluster/Flexibility



Foundations (17 credits)

Eng comp/Rhetoric(6)

FL  (7)*depends on placement

Quant (3)

Fitness (1)

Approaches (25 credits)

Science (7 credits -1 with lab)

Social & Behavioral  (9 credits)

Humanities & Fine Arts (9 credits)

University of North Carolina

Connections (9 credits ) 

integrative or distributive choices 

or planned with advisor

“Foundational and/or Cultural

Connections” (0 credits)

Double counted 

1 communication intensive

I quantitative intensive 

1 experiential course or program

1 US Diversity

1 North Atlantic

1 World Before 1750

1 Beyond the North Atlantic

1 Global Issues

Major 

Courses 



University of North 

Carolina, Chapel Hill

Upper level 

Sequenced Cluster

Connections (9 credits)

“Distributive or 

integrative”

College of Arts & 

Sciences only 

•One core course plus 2 

others

•Core course can be an 

“approaches “ course

•Each cluster must offer

6 to 8 choices



Queens College

Public 17,395

Undergraduate Profile Medium, FT 4Yr, selective, low transfer 

Setting Primarily non-residential; high undergraduate

PLAS (Perspectives on 

the Liberal Arts and 

Sciences)

To be completed before 

students attain 60 

credits

http://qcpages.qc.cuny.

edu/ctl/gened/

PLAS 

8 courses in areas of knowledge and inquiry

Literature (RL): 2 courses

Arts (AP): 1 course

Culture & Values (CV): 1 course 

Analyzing Social Structures (SS): 2 courses

Natural Science (NS): 2 courses

3 courses emphasizing “Contexts of Experience”

(may be included in the 8 areas)

One US; One European traditions; One world  culture

Synthesis Courses (Examples of)

Colloquium Series

Learning Community (cluster of two courses)

Community/Professional Service

Individual Research Project

Senior Seminars

Featured Component “Critical Abilities” across the curriculum

http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/ctl/gened/
http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/ctl/gened/


Goals of the New Gen Ed Curriculum at Queens

•Strengthen the Entry Experience for Freshman and Transfer Students

•Foment the development in students of four critical abilities

1. Expressive abilities

2. Thinking through numeracy

3. Research: understanding of and ability to conduct research

4. Information literacy: understanding and ability to use 

technological and new media sources of information 

and communication

•Diffuse general education across two levels of requirements: entry level 

Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences courses targeting 

foundations of knowledge, and upper division Synthesis Courses that 

integrate knowledge across disciplines



Integrating Skills with Content

Queens College (CUNY)

First Year Learning Community (Understanding 

Higher Education)

Writing (W)  + Math (Q) + Area of Knowledge 

(O)

Areas of Knowledge & Inquiry

9 courses

Synthesis & Integration 

3 courses

Major Capstone

Across the Curriculum Skills

•Eng 110 + 3 Writing Intensive

•Two Oral Intensive

•Math 110 + 3 Quantitative 

Intensive

•Two Research Intensive

•Information Literacy/Technology

in FY and R courses
Upper level



Ramapo College

Public 5,617

Undergraduate Profile FT, 4 Yr, more selective, high transfer in

Setting Medium 4 yr, highly residential; very high undergraduate

General Education

http://www.ramapo.ed

u/academics/adviseme

nt/comprehguide.html

10 Courses

6 – 100 level (1st year)

1 – 200 level (2nd year) Readings in the Humanities

1 – 200-300 level (2nd or 3rd year) Intercultural North 

America

1 - 200-300  level (2nd or 3rd yr) International Issues

1 – 200-300 level  (2nd or 3rd yr) Topics Category (must 

be in a category outside the major)

Writing intensive courses

College English, Readings in the Humanities, 2 others in a 

200 or 300 level course and in a disciplinary or 

interdisciplinary capstone course

Featured Component GE at the 200-300 level

http://www.ramapo.edu/academics/advisement/comprehguide.html
http://www.ramapo.edu/academics/advisement/comprehguide.html
http://www.ramapo.edu/academics/advisement/comprehguide.html


Ramapo

Freshman Seminar plus 

five 100 level courses

Four courses at the 200 or 

300 level (2nd or 3rd year)

10 GE courses

200-300 level

•Readings in the Humanities

•Intercultural North America (choice)

•International Issues (choice)

•Topics (must be outside the major)

100 level

•Freshman Seminar

•English

•Social Issues or Business & Society

•History (choice)

•Mathematical Reasoning (choice)

•Science with experiential component

Freshman Seminars

Choice among courses grouped by Ramapo mission 

(interdisciplinary, international, intercultural, 

experiential, sustainability)

Extra-curricular

Leadership component 



TCNJ

Public 6,812 

Undergraduate Profile FT, More selective, low transfer in

Setting Very High Undergraduate

Highly Residential

Liberal learning

http://www.tcnj.edu/~liberal/

Intellectual and Scholarly  

Growth

Civic Responsibilities (4 

categories)

Broad Sectors of Human Inquiry

First Seminar

Academic Writing

Broad sectors of Human Inquiry

Option A: Designated interdisciplinary  

concentrations or 2nd majors ( 6 to 8   

courses)

Option B: Self-designed interdisciplinary   

concentration or 2nd major ( 6 to 8 courses)

Option C:  Breadth distribution; 1 course in  

each of 9 domains  (9 courses)

Featured components Guided choices; incentives;  interdisciplinary 

concentrations

http://www.tcnj.edu/~liberal/


Students select 3 choices for their 1st seminar

during summer orientation sessions

Interdisciplinary concentration can become the “breadth”



First Seminar (Themes can be linked to

Interdisciplinary concentrations)

Academic Writing

Human Inquiry

Option A, B or C

(6 to 9 courses)

Capstone (can be linked to 

an interdisciplinary 

concentration)

Broad Sectors of Human Inquiry

Option A Designated Interdisciplinary

concentrations of 2nd major (6 to 8 

courses)

Option B Self-designed Concentrations 

or 2nd major (6 to 8 courses)

Option C Breadth Distributions  

(9courses)

TCNJ

3 writing intensive courses

Other breadth requirements may 

apply if not included in the 

concentration

Community engaged learning -not yet 

fully implemented



Interdisciplinary Concentration in Health Communication

Core course (Select one of 2 options – one is 300 level; other is 400 

level)

Arts & Humanities (Select 2 courses from a set of 9 options)

Math & Natural Science (select one course from  the options in each 

category)

Social Sciences (select 2 courses from a set of 15 options)

Note: some of the options may have prerequisites

Core course for concentration in health communication

Required: Select one course

Com 403/Social Marketing: Public Communication Campaigns

Com 310 Theories of Persuasion



William Paterson

Public 11,409

Undergraduate Profile FT, Selective, high transfer in

Setting Highly UG 

Primarily Non- Residential

May 15 to September 30, 

2008

Faculty invited to submit 

proposals for components of 

GE or for an entire program


