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***Awards and Proposals***
	Tips to Improve Your NIH Proposal’s Chances of Funding
In May, Nature magazine featured an article called “The Best-Kept Secrets to Winning Grants,” by Kendall Powell, a former researcher and current science writer. In the article she highlights the challenges of and provides anecdotal tips to improve your proposals chances of receiving funding from an NIH grant program.  Powell reiterates some of the suggestions we have presented in recent issues of the Funding Opportunity Newsletters, such as speaking with a program officer.  In this feature, we are highlighting two of the five main ways suggested for increasing competiveness for NIH funding.

Embrace your inexperience: The NIH considers investigators who are within ten years of receiving their final research degree an early-stage investigator (ESI).  In order for the NIH to have a balanced portfolio of award recipients, they issue awards for both new applicants and established investigators at approximately the same rate.  Therefore, it is important for new investigators to submit for NIH funding to potentially obtain an award for a project that did not receive a peer review score as high as one from a seasoned researcher.

Ask for more money: For an NIH award mechanism that allows the request to exceed a specific dollar amount, sometimes applicants want to include the simpler “modular” budget, where detailed line item budget information is not submitted to the agency.  However, this may be a disadvantage since the requested amount of funds cannot exceed $250K/year.  The reasoning behind requesting a smaller amount of funds is the thought that perhaps the agency does not want to fund a less experienced scientist.  Powell offers the suggestion of not limiting the request, when allowed, as the balance between modular and non-modular awarded budgets is just under a 50/50 split.  In 2016, the split was 55% modular budgets and 45% non-modular or detailed budgets for the funded R01 research grants.  
Among other suggestions, Powell also lists the following specific “Grant guidance/Quick tips you’ve never heard”:
“• Watch a mock study-section discussion (which can be found on the NIH website);
• Look for ‘funding opportunity announcements’ or ‘requests for applications’ that identify institutes’ specific research priorities.; 
• Do not oversell medical significance or pop a disease name into your title, if your research is really fundamental in nature.”   (Cont.)

	Digital Measures: Reporting Proposals and Awards

The OSP has, or will be, creating records for all proposals to and awards from external sponsors that were submitted, received, or active during the 2016-2017 academic year. If you have one or more of these, you will find them in your profile. You are able to edit the record. 

The OSP will continue to add new items as they occur and will gradually fill in previous activity. Please call Maureen Peters if you have questions.

	Search for Funding

*Use online databases such as the subscription services provided through WPU’s Office of Sponsored Programs or free services available from the Federal Government or other programs*

COS PIVOT 

Search for funding and find collaborators.

Grant Search 

Search for funding that is right for public colleges and universities.

Grants.gov 
Federal portal to finding funding opportunities and applying for support.

Grant Resource Center 

Extensive information on federal and other funding opportunities.
NIH Proposals (Cont.)
Finally, regardless of the type of award you receive, it is best to focus solely on the work for that funded grant.  In order to receive a renewal grant or funding for another project, you want to show productivity.  John Lorsch, director of the National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS) of the National Institutes of Health, indicates that the “number one reason that investigators fail to renew a grant is that they have not shown enough productivity or progress”.

For the full text of the article, please visit: http://www.nature.com/news/the-best-kept-secrets-to-winning-grants-1.22038
for more information on the NIH or WP’s proposal development and application preparation process, please contact the Office of Sponsored Programs.
*****
	Funding Opportunities
2017 Unsolicited Research Program

Water Environment and Reuse Foundation (WERF)

The Unsolicited Research Program seeks to fund innovative research projects that will significantly advance knowledge and scientific understanding and that could provide fundamentally transformative results. Proposals in all relevant wastewater, recycled water, storm water, and other sources of water addressing water quality areas are welcome. WE&RF would consider proposals that would take existing research to the next level of completion, resulting in practical solutions to water challenges.

A pre-proposal is due July 13, 2017. For more information visit werf.org
Public Humanities Projects

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)

This program supports projects that bring the ideas and insights of the humanities to life for general audiences. Projects must engage humanities scholarship to illuminate significant themes in disciplines such as history, literature, ethics, and art, or to address challenging issues in contemporary life. The NEH encourages projects that involve members of the public in collaboration with humanities scholars or that invite contributions from the community in the development and delivery of humanities programming.
Applications are due August 09, 2017. For more information visit neh.gov.

Research Grants

L.S.B. Leakey Foundation

These grants fund research related specifically to human origins, including paleoanthropology, primate behavior, and studies of modern hunter-gatherer groups.

The submissions deadline is July 15, 2017. For more information visit leakeyfoundation.org.

Media Projects: Development Grants

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)

Development Grants support film, television, and radio projects for general audiences that encourage active engagement with humanities ideas in creative and appealing ways. All projects must be grounded in humanities scholarship in disciplines such as history, art history, film studies, literature, drama, religious studies, philosophy, or anthropology. Projects must also demonstrate an approach that is thoughtful, balanced, and analytical (rather than celebratory).

Proposals are due August 12, 2017. For more information visit neh.gov. 

Law and Social Sciences

National Science Foundation (NSF)

This program is looking for proposals that address social scientific studies of law and law-like systems of rules. The Program is inherently interdisciplinary and multi-methodological. Successful proposals describe research that advances scientific theory and understanding of the connections between law or legal processes and human behavior. Social scientific studies of law often approach law as dynamic, made in multiple arenas, with the participation of multiple actors.

Proposals are due August 01, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.

Innovative Technology Experiences for Students and Teachers (ITEST)

National Science Foundation (NSF)

This program supports development, implementation, and selective spread of innovative strategies for engaging students in experiences that increase student awareness of STEM and information and communications technology careers; motivate students to pursue the education necessary for those careers; and provide students with technology-rich experiences that develop their knowledge of related content and skills, including critical thinking skills.

Proposals are due by September 05, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.

Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU)

National Science Foundation (NSF)

This program supports undergraduate research participation through two mechanisms. REU Sites support independent projects to initiate and conduct research projects involving a number of undergraduates. REU Supplements support the addition of undergraduates to ongoing, new, or renewal NSF-funded projects.
Proposals are due by August 23, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.

Division of Integrative Organismal Systems

National Science Foundation (NSF)

This program supports research aimed at understanding why organisms are structured the way they are and function as they do. Proposals should focus on organisms as a fundamental unit of biological organization. Principal Investigators (PIs) are encouraged to apply systems approaches that will lead to conceptual and theoretical insights and predictions about emergent organismal properties. Areas of inquiry include, but are not limited to, developmental biology and the evolution of developmental processes, nervous system development, structure, and function, physiological processes, functional morphology, symbioses, interactions of organisms with biotic and abiotic environments, and animal behavior.

The closing date for applications is August 04, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.

Opportunities for Promoting Understanding through Synthesis

National Science Foundation (NSF)

All four clusters within the Division of Environmental Biology (Population and Community Ecology, Ecosystem Science, Evolutionary Processes, and Systematics and Biodiversity Science) encourage the submission of proposals aimed at synthesizing a body of related research projects conducted by a single individual or a group of investigators over an extended period. OPUS proposals will often be appropriately submitted in mid-to-late career, but will also be appropriate early enough in a career to produce unique, integrated insight useful both to the scientific community and to the development of the investigator's future work.

Proposals are due August 01, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.

National Service and Civic Engagement Research Competition

Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS)

This program is seeking applications that build on existing research in the field, address gaps in knowledge, and provide new ideas and methodological approaches to the study of civic infrastructure, civic engagement, volunteering, national service, and other related concepts such as social capital. 

Applications are due July 11, 2017. For more information visit nationalservice.gov.

Research Grants

Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation

The foundation welcomes proposals from any of the natural and social sciences and the humanities that promise to increase understanding of the causes, manifestations, and control of violence and aggression. Highest priority is given to research that can increase understanding and amelioration of urgent problems of violence and aggression in the modern world. Questions that interest the foundation concern violence and aggression in relation to social change, intergroup conflict, war, terrorism, crime, and family relationships, among other subjects.

Proposals are due August 01, 2017. For more information visit hfg.org.

Advances in Biological Informatics (ABI)

National Science Foundation (NSF)

The Advances in Biological Informatics (ABI) program seeks to encourage new approaches to the analysis and dissemination of biological knowledge for the benefit of both the scientific community and the broader public. This program is especially interested in the development of informatics tools and resources that have the potential to advance- or transform- research in biology supported by the Directorate for Biological Sciences at the National Science Foundation.
Applications are due August 08, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.

	May 2017 Awards
Elizabeth Amaya-Fernandez
Student Development      
NJ Division of Highway and Traffic Safety                            
HERO Campaign 2018     
$15,000 

Michael Griffiths
College of Science and Health     
US Environmental Protection Agency through a subaward with the NJ Department of Environmental Protection   
Atmospheric pollution and extreme weather impacts on New Jersey wetlands: implications for monitoring and management   
$261,283



Nancy Norris-Bauer
College of Education       
US Department of Education through a subaward with the Manchester Regional School District
Improving Teacher and Student Competency in Art by Adopting Innovative Approached to Art Education Professional Development        
$404,759
Kara Rabbitt
College of Humanities and Social Sciences             
Paterson Public Schools                                 
Bilingual Endorsement Program      
$313,852

Glen Sherman
Sherrine Schuldt
William Kernan
Student Development      
NJ Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services                       
Passaic Coalition to Utilize Environmental Strategies (P-Env) FY2018
$150,000
May 2017 Proposals
Kate Muldoon
Cotsakos College of Business       
US Small Business Administration through a subaward from Rutgers, The State University
WPU Small Business Development Center CY2017   
$138,000
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