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	Agency Highlight: National Institutes of Health (NIH)
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The National Institutes of Health (NIH), a part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, is the nation’s medical research agency — making important discoveries that improve health and save lives.  The NIH consists of 27 different components called Institutes and Centers. Each has its own specific research agenda, often focusing on particular diseases or body systems.  NIH leadership plays an active role in shaping the agency's research planning, activities, and outlook. 
The Office of Extramural Research (OER) provides the corporate framework for NIH research administration, ensuring scientific integrity, public accountability, and effective stewardship of the NIH extramural research portfolio.  They provide the leadership, oversight, tools and guidance needed to administer and manage NIH grants policies and operations.  The resources they provide offers vital assistance in applying for funding, the first step in reaching research goals. 

The NIH offers multiple ways to support projects.  Details on the specific project types are available here.  Most NIH applications have recurring deadlines that follow a set schedule with due dates in February, June, and October each year, based on the type of program.  Specific funding opportunities may have “off-cycle” deadlines.  Select programs occasionally offer webinars that provide additional information about eligibility or programmatic requirements.  We plan to highlight some of these programs in future issues of the OSP Funding Opportunity Announcement. 

The NIH website features an extensive “About Grants” section that includes information on the grants process overview, how to get started, the application referral and review process, the pre-award and post-award processes, and how to apply.  They also offer a forms library that includes sample forms, instructions, and format pages for both proposal development and post-award grant management.  (Cont.)
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Preliminary Information Available for the Council on Undergraduate Research’s 2018 National Conference 
Preliminary information is now available for the Council on the Undergraduate Research’s 2018 National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR). Next year’s conference will be held at the University of Central Oklahoma from April 04 - April 07, 2018. The deadline for abstract submissions is December 05, 2017 and registration will open January 23, 2018. 

More information concerning hotels, hotel rates, and shuttle information will be made available in early June. For more details and dates visit cur.org/conferences_and_events/student_events/ncur_2018/.

	Outlook for Science Funding with Proposed Federal Budget
The updated FY2017 federal budget includes an overall increase of 5% for research and development (R & D), as highlighted in Science magazine online earlier this week.  The NIH and NASA both received increased funding while the NSF budget remained steady.  The USDA will also see increased funding for some of their grant programs.  For the full article and information on other federal funding agencies, please see: http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/05/how-science-fares-us-budget-deal.

	Search for Funding

*Use online databases such as the subscription services provided through WPU’s Office of Sponsored Programs or free services available from the Federal Government or other programs*

COS PIVOT 

Search for funding and find collaborators.

Grant Search 

Search for funding that is right for public colleges and universities.

Grants.gov 
Federal portal to finding funding opportunities and applying for support.

Grant Resource Center 

Extensive information on federal and other funding opportunities.
Agency Highlight: NIH (Cont.)
The peer review process at NIH seeks the highest level of ethical standards and forms the foundation for the laws, regulations, and policies that govern the process. The NIH dual peer review system is mandated by a federal statute and is intended to promote a process whereby grant applications submitted to the NIH are evaluated on the basis of a process that strives to be fair, equitable, timely, and free of bias.  For more information, please see: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer-review.htm.
Other helpful pages relevant to the WP community are the “Tips for New NIH Grant Applicants” and the “Grant Writing Tip Sheet”.
You can also read current commentary on changes to the NIH on the blog “Open Mike”, authored by Dr. Michael Lauer, NIH's Deputy Director for Extramural Research.  Dr. Lauer serves as the principal scientific leader and advisor to the NIH Director on the NIH extramural research program. 

For more information about WP’s internal process for applying to the NIH, please contact the Office of Sponsored Programs.
*****
	Funding Opportunities

Science, Technology, and Society (STS)

National Science Foundation (NSF)

The Science, Technology, and Society (STS) grants are designed to support research that uses historical, philosophical, and social scientific methods to investigate the intellectual, material, and social facets of the STEM disciplines. The program encompasses a broad spectrum of STS topics including interdisciplinary studies of ethics, equity, governance, and policy issues that are closely related to STEM disciplines, including medical science.

The deadline for proposals is August 03, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.
Biological Anthropology

National Science Foundation (NSF)

This program supports basic research in areas related to human evolution and contemporary human biological variation. Supported research areas include human genetic variation, human adaptation, human osteology and bone biology, human and nonhuman primate paleontology, functional anatomy, and primate socio-ecology.

Proposals are due July 20, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.
Humanities Collections and Reference Resources

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)

This program supports projects that address major challenges in preserving/providing intellectual access to humanities resources. The NEH encourages digital projects that codify, unite, integrate, or aggregate humanities collections and resources. Projects may also develop a reference work or tool or integrate tools and reference works with digital collections to provide context to humanities materials and to facilitate discovery.

Proposals are due July 20, 2017. For more information visit neh.gov.
Digital Information Technology

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Sloan's programs in Digital Technology explore how the internet and computing technology are creating new opportunities to empower the scientific enterprise and expand the public's access to knowledge. The foundation outlines three major areas of interest 1) Data & Computational Research 2) Scholarly Communication 3) Universal Access to Knowledge.

Proposals are reviewed on a continuous basis. A letter of inquiry is required. For more information visit sloan.org.

Science

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

This great program is looking for proposals for original projects led by outstanding individuals or teams, which exhibit a high degree of methodological rigor, which have a high expected return to society, and for which funding from the private sector, government, or other foundations is not yet widely available. The four program areas are: (1) Chemistry of Indoor Environments, (2) Deep Carbon Observatory, (3) Microbiology of the Built Environment, and (4) Sloan Digital Sky Survey.
Proposals are reviewed on a continuous basis. A letter of inquiry is required. For more information visit sloan.org.

Paleoclimate

National Science Foundation (NSF)

This program supports research on the natural evolution of Earth's climate with the goal of providing a baseline for present variability and future trends through improved understanding of the physical, chemical, and biological processes that influence climate over the long-term.

Full proposals are accepted anytime. For more information visit nsf.gov.
William T. Grant Scholars Program

William T. Grant Foundation

This program supports career development for promising early-career researchers. The program funds five-year research and mentoring plans that significantly expand junior researchers' expertise in new disciplines, methods, and content areas. They fund research that increases our understanding of: Reducing Inequality programs, policies, and practices that reduce inequality in youth outcomes, and Improving the Use of Research Evidence: strategies to improve the use of research evidence in ways that benefit youth.
This is a limited submission funding opportunity. Nominations must come from major divisions of an institution. Applications are due by July 06, 2017. For more information visit wtgrantfoundation.org.

Social Psychology

National Science Foundation (NSF)

This program supports basic research on human social behavior, including cultural differences and development over the lifespan. Among the many research topics supported are attitude formation and change, social cognition, personality processes, interpersonal relations, group processes, the self, emotion, social comparison and social influence, the social psychology of health, and the psychophysiological correlates of social behavior.

Proposals are due July 17, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.

Linguistics

National Science Foundation (NSF)

The Linguistics Program supports basic science in the domain of human language, encompassing investigations of the grammatical properties of individual human languages, and of natural language in general. Research areas include syntax, semantics, morphology, phonetics, and phonology.

The due date for proposals is July 15, 2017. The full announcement lists topics and questions that you may want to consider in your proposal and research. For more information visit nsf.gov.
Cognitive Neuroscience (CogNeuro)

National Science Foundation (NSF)

The Cognitive Neuroscience Program seeks highly innovative proposals aimed at advancing a rigorous understanding of the neural mechanisms of human cognition. Central research topics for consideration by the program include attention, learning, memory, decision-making, language, social cognition, and emotions. Proposals with animal models are appropriate only if they include a comparative element with human subjects.

Proposals are due August 14, 2017. For more information visit nsf.gov.

	April 2017 Proposals
Carrie Hong
Gladys Vega
College of Education

US Department of Education


Supporting Teachers and English Language Learners for Academic Success (STELLA)

$2,531,039
Bernadette Tiernan
Nancy Norris-Bauer
Continuing and Professional Education

NJ Department of Education through a subaward from Paterson Public Schools

21st Century Community Learning Center (Paterson Public Schools) 
$41,500
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