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Biographical Sketch

The Chaucer Guild was originally organized as the Mittru Chapter of the
Chaucer Guild in 1930 by James Gabelle. A small group of six citizens
from Paterson New Jersey met in November 1930 to form what would
eventually become the oldest poetry society in New Jersey. Present at
the meeting was Gabelle, Louis Ginsberg, Frances Hamilton Archer,
Isabelle V. Hayward, Christie Jeffries and John Piekema. The purpose of
The Chaucer Guild is to promote the writing of good poetry, appreciate
fine poetry and to encourage young upcoming poets.

In 1935 the Guild officially changed its name to The Chaucer Guild, but
the stated purposes of the Guild never changed. The Guild published four
anthologies; Blue Shadow (1935), This Fair Company (1970), Feathers
Glittering as Gold (1981), Pilgrims Passing Through (1985) and The Chaucer
Guild Anthology for 2004-2005 (2005).

Scope and Content Note

The photographs in the collection cover the years 1930-1989. The pictures
were mostly taken during meetings of the Guild, and are both formal and
informal in their content. The news clippings cover the entire span of the
Guilds existence and give a fine narrative of the ongoing events of the
poetry society. Printed invitations are an example of the events and
activities sponsored by the Guild. They illustrate the range and scope of
the organization, and provide a chronology of activities.

Special Note: Included within The Chaucer Guild collection is a series of
four photographs of Louis Ginsberg and his family (including Allen
Ginsberg). Louis Ginsberg was a founding member of the Chaucer Guild
and his son, Allen Ginsberg was a prominent Beat Generation poet during
the later half of the Twentieth Century.

Arrangement Note

The photographs, news clippings, invitations, correspondences and
schedules of The Chaucer Guild are separated into two folders; one folder
is labeled The Chaucer Guild, 1930 — 1969, and the other is labeled The
Chaucer Guild, 1970 - 2005. A third folder contains four anthology
publications from the Chaucer Guild; Feathers Glittering as Gold, 1981,
Pilgrims Passing Through, 1985, Bittersweet: An Anthology of Poetry by



Mildred Farrar Davidson, 1986 and The Chaucer Guild Anthology for 2004 -
2005. The contents of each folder are arranged chronologically.
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