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[abstract] William Carlos Williams is a pioneering poet of 20th-century American modernist 
poetry whose literary theories and practice have exerted a far-reaching influence on post-
war American culture and society. His poetic art and attainments are much studied in literary 
terms, but little research has been done on his Chinese-English poetry translation and its 
resulting value. Based on William Carlos Williams' view on poetics, the present paper 
describes his art of translating classical Chinese poetry through the application, borrowing 
and innovation of Western or Chinese poetics, and clarifies the implications and significance 
of his strategies for the practice and criticism of literary translation. 
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