Department of African, African-American and Caribbean Studies
Course Outline

1. Title of course and Course Number: Caribbean Women, AACS 262

2. Description of Course
The course is an anthropological and historical study of women in the French Caribbean.
The primary focus of the course is an in-depth study of the diversity among the groups of women in the
French speaking Caribbean, their social, political and economic status both historically and presents day.
Special attention is give to Caribbean women in the Twentieth Century.

3. Course Prerequisites: None

4. Course Obijectives:

To Provide students with:

An in-depth study of slavery and its impact on the French Caribbean.

An in-depth study of the French Caribbean after slavery.
An in-depth study of Caribbean women in the Twentieth Century
An in-depth study of the class/color conflict in the Caribbean both during and after slavery
An in-depth study of how cultural factors have impacted the status of women in the Caribbean
An in-depth study of family life, child-rearing, marriage and divorce in the Caribbean

An in-depth study of economic, politics and how these variables impact the lives of women.

5. Student Learning Outcomes:

By the completion of the course students should be competent in and capable of discussing the following
content areas:

Students have knowledge of the slave experience in the French speaking Caribbean.
Students have knowledge of the impact of slavery on women in the French speaking Caribbean
Students have knowledge of the French Caribbean after slavery

Students have knowledge of Caribbean women in the Twentieth Century
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Students have knowledge of the class/color conflict in the French speaking Caribbean and how the conflicts
impacted all women.

Students have knowledge of the cultural factors on the various islands and how cultural factors have impacted
the status of women.

Students have knowledge of the dating, marriage, and divorce norms in the French speaking Caribbean.

Students have knowledge of the economic situation for many women on the islands and how women cope with
the economic problems.

Students have knowledge of how to research and present an oral presentation several aspects of the cultural
orientation of Caribbean women.

Students have knowledge of how to write a book review on the required reading.

6. Course Content

Women and Slavery in the French Antilles

Black Women and he Early Development of the French Antilles
The Atlantic Slave Trade

Women and Slave Labor

Women and Domestic Labor

Marriage, Family Life, Reproduction and Assault
Disciplines and Physical Abuse

Slave Women and the Law

Women and Resistance to Slavery

Women and Manumission

Caribbean Women in the Twentieth Century
Caribbean women and Women=s Studies
Women and Work
Women and Health
Women, Law, and Political change
Women and Popular Culture

7. Guidelines /Suggestions For Teaching Methods and Student Activities
Lectures and Discussions

Research on aspects of Caribbean Culture with a focus on women.
Presenting an oral presentation of research findings.

Reading of a novel by a Caribbean women and writing a book review of the novel
Viewing of one film on Caribbean women

8. Guidelines/Suqgagestions For Student Assessment
Mid-Term Examination




Book Review
Oral Presentation on an aspect of Caribbean culture with a focus on women.
Final Examination

9._Textbooks Required
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Indiana University Press.
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American Bureau ( Research and Action ) Itd. 1997.
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Westport, Conn.: Praeger Publishers.
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Praeger.
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U.S. A Caribbean Life in New York City: socio-cultural dimensions. Edited by Constance R. Sutton and Elsa M.
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