
Deconstructing and Reconstructing Schools 

and Curriculum to Affirm Multiple Individual 

Identities 

 Keynote Speaker:  Dr. David Kirkland 
          New York University 
        

David E. Kirkland is a transdisciplinary scholar of English and urban education, who ex-

plores the intersections among urban youth culture, language and literacy, urban teacher 

preparation, and digital media.  He analyzes culture, language, and texts, and has exper-

tise in critical literary, ethnographic, and sociolinguistic research methods.  He has re-

ceived many awards for his work, including the 2008 AERA Division G Outstanding Disser-

tation Award and was a 2009-10 Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow and is a former fel-

low of NCTE‟s Cultivating New Voices. Dr. Kirkland has published widely.  His most recent 

articles include: “„Black Skin, White Masks‟: Normalizing Whiteness and the Trouble with 

the Achievement Gap” (TCRecord), “English(es) in urban contexts: Politics, Pluralism, and 

Possibilities” (English Education), and “We real cool: Examining Black males and liter-

acy” (Reading Research Quarterly). He is currently completing his fourth book, A Search 

Past Silence, to be published through Teacher College Press„s Language and Literacy Se-

ries. Dr. Kirkland believes that, in their language and literacies, youth take on new mean-

ings beginning with a voice and verb, where words when spoken or written have the 

power to transform the world inside-out.   
 
 

Powerful Workshop Sessions to Follow Keynote Address 
 

 

 
 
 

Friday, April 1, 2011 
 
8:45 AM - 12:00 PM 
 
Valley Road 
Auditorium 
 
1600 Valley Road 
Wayne, New Jersey  
 
 

 

Pre-Register Online by  
March 25  
www.wpunj.edu/cpe 
Diversity Conference Course 
Number: CPE-E 575 
For questions about 
registering, please call 

973.720.2354 
  
FREE for WPU Students, Alumni, 
Faculty & Staff   
$35 for Non-WPU Community 

 
 
Sponsored by the College of 
Education 
 
Hosted by Diversity Committee: 
Dr. Darlene Russell (Chair), Dr. 
Mathilda Catarina, Dr. Michelle 
Kowalsky, Dr. Janis Strasser 
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