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THE WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY

CHRISTOS M.COTSAKOS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Course Outline – Spring 2010
Course number and title: MBA 640 - BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY

Department:  DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTING AND LAW  
Course Credits and Type: 3 credit lecture course

Course Audience and Prerequisite: Open to MBA students only.  The prerequisite is ECON 609 (Economic Analysis).

Course Description:  This course will require knowledge of and an ability to discuss the relationship between society and business.  Specifically, the course will examine whether and to what extent government should intervene in the free enterprise system.

Objectives:   The object of the course is to impart to the students an ability to think critically about the current relationship between business and government in the United States.  Enrichment of student’s analytical reading, writing and speaking skills is integral to the structure of the course. 

Evaluation of Students:  The evaluation of students will be based upon a series of written assignments and classroom presentations. All papers must be typed and written in a formal manner (coherent structure, proper spelling and grammar).  Each student must be prepared to discuss his/her papers with the class.  With the exception of the Personal Essay not every student will be required to present every paper.  For both Critical Analyses the original articles must be attached to the submissions.  Quantity is not important.   The writings must be grounded in the readings and nightly class discussion.   Quality of thought and presentation is essential to successful completion of the assignment.  The ideas contained in the Personal Essay will be presented to the class during the last series of classes.   Power point presentations are welcome but not mandated.  
(1)
Journals:  Each student will be expected to write for a period of 10 to 15 minutes a journal of his/her thoughts or reactions to the class proceedings once a week.  These journals can be on the assigned readings, film, lecture materials or the classroom discussion of either the professor or fellow students.  The journal entries for each week are due the next week’s class unless another assignment is due.  Four of the journals must be on the required readings.  Each of the required journals is due the night the book is required to be finished.  
(2)
Critical Analysis – Popular Literature:  Each student will find a recent article in the popular press including web blogs (Time; The Nation; The Weekly Standard; The New York Times Magazine, Slate Magazine) of a somewhat extensive nature (not just a blurb or a few short paragraphs) on a theme that in some manner relates to the topic that you are thinking of writing about in your Personal Essay. The paper will explain what the article has to say (about 1/3rd of the paper) and your analysis (2/3rd of the paper) as to the point of view of the writer.  A successful paper will demonstrate some in depth thought on the subject.  The ideal is that the analysis should begin to shape the direction of the Personal Essay.
(3)
Critical Analysis – Academic Literature:  Each student will find a recent article in the academic literature (The Georgetown Law Journal) of a somewhat extensive nature (not just a blurb or a few short paragraphs) on a theme that again in some manner relates to the topic that you are thinking of writing about in your Personal Essay.  The paper will explain what the article has to say (about 1/3rd of the paper) and your analysis (2/3rd of the paper) of the point of view of the writer.  A successful paper will demonstrate some in depth thought on the subject.  The ideal is that the analysis should continue to shape the direction of the Personal Essay.

(4)
Personal Essays:  A formal essay on a topic of each student’s choosing will cap the course.  This essay is not a research paper but a thoughtful exposition of each individual’s thoughts on a critical problem facing the United States today in the realm of what is perceived by some to be a market failure.  It is required to refer or reflect upon the points of view of the four authors from the assigned readings. The essay grounded in facts (about 1/3rd) must resolve whether and/or how a society grounded in political and economic freedom can or should begin to resolve the difficulty.  The key to successful completion of the assignment is to select a problem which truly is of personal interest and one which each student would like to spend a semester thinking about.  In preparation, the topic must be approved by the professor.  To suggest some divergent topics as examples: “Sexual Harassment in the Workplace”, “The Glass Ceiling is It Real?”, “The Internet and Freedom of Expression”, “Affirmative Action is it Necessary?”, “Executive Salaries:  Is $240 Million Too High?”, “Money: Is It Destroying Our Political Life?”, “Homelessness:  What is to Be Done?”, “Is Business through Mergers Becoming Too Concentrated?”, “ Income Taxation: Is a Flat Tax or a Progressive Tax the Answer?”, “Air Pollution: What is the Proper Balance of Cost and Benefit?” and “Are Product Liabilities Laws Destroying Innovation?”.   To assure a successful outcome, a rough draft, outline or précis must be submitted to the instructor for approval.  
Grading - All grades will be administered according to the following standard: On the assignments the following grade distribution will be used (no curve). 

A   100 ‑ 92


C+    79 ‑ 78

A‑   91 ‑ 90


C      77 ‑ 72

B+   89 ‑ 88


C‑    71 ‑ 70

B     87 ‑ 82


D+    69 ‑ 68

B‑   81 ‑ 80


D      67 ‑ 60

                  




F    59 ‑ 0

For what level of work generally constitutes a grade of A, B, C, D or F see the university catalogue.  

Specifically, the following weights will be used for determining the final grade for the course:

Journals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25%

Critical Analyses (2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25%

Personal Essay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50%

Attendance and Active Participation . . . .  (Used when a student is between two grades) 
Textbooks: 

1.  Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything (Paperback), Steven B. Levitt, Harper Collins Publishers (2005)

2.  The Jungle, Literary Touchstone Edition (Paperback), Upton Sinclair, Prestwick House, Inc. (July 1, 2005) 

3.  The Revolution: A Manifesto, Ron Paul, Grand Central Publishing (April 2008) 
4.  The Conscience of a Liberal (Paperback), Paul Krugman, W.W. Norton & Co. (January 12, 2009) 

Contact:  Professor Robert W. Bing

Office: Valley Road Building, Room 4067

Telephone number:  Academic Office: 973-720‑2190

E-mail address: bingr@wpunj.edu (Preferred method of contact)

Office Hours:  M 6:00 – 6:45 pm



T 9:30 – 10:45 pm

Teaching Methods: The class will follow a lecture/class discussion format.  Active classroom participation is expected of each student.  Lectures on history, government law and economics will be interspersed with the use of the Socratic Method (question/answer). 

Academic Dishonesty: The class will abide by the Academic Integrity Policy found in the University’s web pages.  In general violations of the policy will cause a grade of F to be awarded for the assignment.  More flagrant violations can, however, call for punishments of a stricter nature to be exacted.

Attendance policy: Attendance will be taken each class.  Attendance is crucial to make this course a success. It is impossible to do well in this course just by reading the texts.  Accordingly, one missed class will not be penalized but beyond that two points will be subtracted from the final grade for each additional class missed without alternate arrangements made in advance with the professor.  Never hesitate to come to class even if late or unprepared.

Make-up Policy:  Not submitting written assignments on a timely basis will cause a grade of F to be awarded unless the professor receives advance notification from the student.  Upon return to class proof of the excuse must be given immediately.
Schedule and Contents:
TOPIC

SUBJECT

         


ASSIGNMENT

I
Introduction to the Course


No assignment

II
A History and Overview of the U.S.

Legal and Governmental System

Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything






III
19th Century Laissez Faire 


The Jungle

IV
Government Intervention in the Economy:

One Example




Film: Salt of the Earth
V
21st Century Capitalism:

A Free Market Voice



The Revolution: A Manifesto
VI
The Role of Government:

A Liberal Viewpoint



The Conscience of a Liberal

UNIVERSITY CALENDER:
January 18 (Monday) University closed for Martin Luther King Day

February 1 (Monday) last day to request Pass/Fail or Audit

February 15 (Monday) classes canceled for President’s Day

February 16 (Tuesday) follow a Monday schedule

March 8 (Monday)) last day for academic withdrawal for the spring semester
March 14 – 20 (Sunday -Saturday) classes canceled for Spring Break

April 2 – 4 (Friday – Sunday) classes canceled for Easter

April 15 (Thursday) last day to apply for a Leave of Absence
May 6 (Thursday) last day to withdraw from the University



MBA 640 ‑ 60
M 7:00 – 9:40
V 2016
ASSIGNMENT





DATE

Library Instruction




February 1

Levitt






February 8
Topic Theme for Personal Essay



February 16
Sinclair






March 1
Critical Analysis – Popular Literature


March 8
Paul






March 22
Short Outline Personal Essay 



March 29
Critical Analysis – Academic Literature


April 5
Krugman





April 12
Personal Essay Presentations



April 19 – May 10
