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Robert A. Roe

• Born: Wayne, NJ 1924

• Mayor of Wayne: 1956-61

• Passaic County Board of 

Freeholders 1959-63

• NJ Commissioner – Dept. of

Conservation & Economic 

Development 1963-69

• Congressman 8th CD: 1969-1992



Home Town Boy

Wayne, N.J.



NJ Commissioner

Department of Conservation  

and Economic Development 



Commerce and Transportation



Infrastructure:

Managing State’s Resources

& Economy

Rail transportation

Port development

Highways

Waterways



Governor Hughes with Commissioner Roe



Promoting NJ 1966



Infrastructure



Intrastate Transportation Systems



Elected to Congress – November, 1970



NJ Congressional Delegation (1971-72)





Career Highlights

• Unsuccessful candidate 

democratic nomination as NJ 

Governor  1977

• Chairman: House Committee 

on Science, Space & 

Technology 1987 – 1991

• Chairman: Committee on 

Public Works and 

Transportation 1991-1993



New Friends



President he admired most



Roe was re-elected 11 consecutive times

When he retired in 1992 he 

was the longest serving 

member of the New Jersey 

congressional delegation



Campaign Contributors



CAPES Survey (2006) 



Renovated room in Coach House included: 

flooring, lighting, temperature controls, security system



Over 750 cartons



Condition at time of donation



Materials donated are equivalent of 900 cartons



Over 200 framed photos and posters



Roe received over 100 plaques



Donated Collection



Archive Storage Racks – Photos & Artifacts



Roe Archive
NJ Historical Commission $15,840 (2008)



Archivist Work Space
PCCHC Supplies Grant $500 (2010)



Archive Shelving Units



Archive: Old and New
NJ Historical Commission: $20,000 (2009)



Processed Archive Box – 1 Linear Foot



Roe Permanent Exhibit: 
Funded through PCCHC $2500 (2007)



Robert A. Roe Reading Room



Roe’s Congressional Office



NASA Artifacts



Bills and Ceremonial Pens



Committee on Public Works & Transportation



Clean Water Act (1977)

Airport and Airway Development Act (1978)



Local Public Works Capital Development

Investment  Act (1977)



Chairman of the House Science, Space, and Technology 

Committee

Restored funds to NASA and 

Space Program



Commemorative Proclamation
President Jimmy Carter (1979)



Congressional Highlights

Ranking Democratic 

Member of House 

Committee that 

investigated the 

Challenger Disaster 

99th Congress - 1986



Shuttle Program

Atlantis Series 1989:

Deploys Magellan space     

probe to Venus



Orbiter Discovery :
Launched Hubble Space Telescope (April 1990)



Challenger

Photography 

First space walk by

a woman

Oct. 1984



Apollo 14 
Launch: Jan. 1971     Touchdown: Feb. 5



NJ Congressional Delegation - 1976



Digitization Project

PCCHC Grant $1,000 (2008)



More than 30 books were digitized



Roe Press Clippings – 239 Newspapers



Roe Press Clippings



Newspapers on CD



Congressional Delegation - 1980



Ongoing Cause

Roe was the author 

and chief sponsor of 

the Clean Water Act 

of 1977



Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (1991)

Creates high priority corridors in National Highway System 

and five high speed rail corridors



Bringing Home The Bacon

Robert A. Roe Federal

Office Building - Paterson



Robert A. Roe Federal Office building



Friend of Labor

When the Okonite Company in 

Paterson was bankrupt in 1976, 

Roe sponsored legislation that 

helped employees buy the 

company and preserve jobs. 

At the time, Okonite was the 

largest employee-owned company 

in the U.S.



Local Project:

Passaic River

Basin flooding



Development of Port of NY/NJ 

and Port of South Jersey 



Aboard US 1 with President Ford - 1978



Roe Retired in 1991


