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 INTRODUCTION 

 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  

 

This is a course for non-art majors addressing selected periods and issues in politically inspired/reflective 

visual arts. Emphasis is placed on the connections between visual arts and politics, and how the political 

is reflected, discussed and even mediated in visual works. The course will teach students how to speak, 

write, and think about the inter-relationships between art and politics. Course content addresses a 

variety of historical periods and visual arts.  

Credits: 3 

TOPICAL OUTLINE OF COURSE CONTENT:  
 
The course provides a basic introduction to the representation of political ideas in works of art 
across different cultures and times emphasis will be place in contemporary art discourse. The 
course also addresses general critical questions: 1. what is “art”? 2. What is the value of art? 3. 
How does art “communicate”? Examples or case studies will be taken from a broad range of 
historical periods among them: Prehistoric Art of Europe Art of the ancient Middle East and 
Egypt Greek and Roman Art Early Christian and Byzantine Art Medieval Art in Europe 
Renaissance Art in Italy and Northern Europe Baroque Art in the Nineteenth Century: 
Neoclassicism, Realism, Impressionism, And Post-Impressionism Art of the Twentieth Century 
Contemporary Art trends.  
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Discern political ideas in the symbolic visual form used in the visual arts. 
 Demonstrate recognition of characteristics typical of the cultures, artistic styles, and/or 

artists studied in the course. 
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 Compare and contrast two works of art from different artists or time periods in terms of 
style, subject, and cultural context and the ideas political or otherwise expressed 
therein. 

 Apply the vocabulary and concepts of the discipline of art history to articulate their 
responses to works that they have studies at first hand. 

 
CLASS DESCRIPTION 
The class will consist of: 

 Lectures. - Slide Lectures in which the art works of the different periods will be 
discussed and analyzed.  

  In class exercises and discussions as well of blog responses to queries and discussion 
topics related to the class. 

 Independent study, which includes reading, researching specific subjects, and museum 
visits. 

 
EVALUATION 
 
The class will be graded with the letter system from A to F.  
The different parts of your grade will be evaluated by a system of points  
from 0 to 100. 
The grade will be available via blackboard throughout the duration of the course so that 
students can follow their progress. 
 
The points will be divided as follow: 
  
 
4 Quizzes 15% each                              60%  
1 Research paper                                  20% 
Attendance and participation                5%  
Final Exam                                               15%  
                                                      Total 100%  
 
The equivalence from the points system to the letter system is as follow:  
 
96 to 100 = A  
92 to 95 =   A-  
88 to 91 =   B+  
83 to 87 =   B  
79 to 82 =   B-  
75 to 78 =   C+  
70 to 74 =   C  
66 to 69 =   C-  
60 to 65 =   D  
Below 60 = F  



 

 
TEXTBOOK 
 

Art and Politics: A small history of Art for Social Change Since 1945. Mesch Claudia, 2013  

 
CLASS POLICIES  

 

 An Attendance list will be passed around at every class. 

  This course compresses one semester worth of material to one month, therefore, it is 
expected that the student will be prepared with readings and any assignments from 
class to class. 

 Any points missed on assignments can be recovered for the purpose of grading by extra 
credit, however each student is responsible for tracking your grade on blackboard and 
present extra-credit when needed 

 There will be a cut-off date for the delivery of adjusting extra-credit (see the class 
calendar) at which only 2 extra-credit papers can be delivered. 

  An extra-credit paper is understood as a compare and contrast paper on 2 works of art 
of your choice of 1 double spaced page in length. Value 2 Points. 

 There will be automatic deduction of points on assignments delivered pass its due date.  
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