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SUMMARIES FOR AFRIC AN ECONOMIC HISTORY  

SUMMER 2007 

BY: PROFESSOR ASEKA 

 

Topic 1 ï Introduction: Establishment of colonial economies in Africa  

 

The course will highlight issues about political and economic foundations of past African 

societies intensively; clan based political allegiances and communal economic systems; 

colonial-imposed changes. 

 

To be considered will be the nature of pre-colonial African political systems; centralized 

pre-colonial political systems and chiefdoms, kingdoms and slave systems as well as 

uncentralized pre-colonial political systems. It will consider economic production; feudal 

and slave economic ownership and production systems as well as communal land 

ownership, use and peasant/subsistence economy. Of relevance in this discourse will be a 

look at the pre-colonial egalitarian and reciprocal traditions. It will also address the African 

expression of resistance to the establishment of colonial rule including the economic 

dimensions of:  1. Giriama Resistance (Kenya), 2. Maji-Maji Uprising (Tanganyika) and 3. 

Samori Ture (Malinke in West Africa) 

 

The course will examine the economic dimensions of new colonial political institutions of 

the central government such as:  colonial chief, administration and regulation of labor, 

local government and the local Judiciary. It will look at the colonial economic structure in 

terms of land alienation, European settlement, private land ownership and use, the 

establishment of market economy and continued pre-colonial peasant economy. It will 

examine forms of capital such as merchant capital and agrarian capital and the 

appropriation of peasant surplus labor. 

 

Topic 2 ï Patterns of industrialization in colonial and post-colonial Africa  

 

The course will also look at patterns of industrialization particularly import substitution 

industrialization as a basis of modernization and the failure of the modernization strategies 

in Africa. The concept of uneven and unequal development will be examined as well as the 

question of technology in Africaôs dependent economies. The labor question will equally 

be relevant and the growth of labor militancy. The shift towards export industrialization 

under structural adjustment will be analyzed in the light of the legacy from colonialism 

such as:  

 

 1. A lack of the infrastructure and the infrastructure created did little to encourage  

  internal exchange or development.  

 2. Little investment in the local population in terms of health and education leaving  

  the newly independent government with huge social expenditure requirements.  

 3. A wide antipathy for local commerce limiting business opportunities among the  

  indigenous population. In some cases extensive laws were passed prohibiting  

  economic activities of the local population. Entry of commercial groups of external 

  origins was encouraged including groups such as Lebanese and South Asians.  

 4. Little investment in agriculture. Relying on small-scale producers using little or no 

  new technology and therefore doing little to alter the structure of pre-colonial  

  agriculture. At the same time small scale producers were increasingly incorporated 



  into world agricultural markets which subjected them to the vicissitudes of global  

  prices. 

 5. Extensive state control of commerce including agricultural marketing boards due to 

  the pressure on colonial states to be financially self-sufficient. 

 6. Virtually no attempt to create manufacturing or industry. Instead the emphasis was 

  on enclave forms of investment like mining that had few linkages to the   

  surrounding economy. 

 

 Topic 3 ï Trade and marketing in colonial and post-colonial Africa and politics of  

       Regional Integration  

 

Trade and marketing infrastructures and strategies will be examined and challenges facing 

African economies in these regards highlighted in view of public sector involvement and 

the call for liberalization and privatization. Government ministries became vehicles for 

enterprise ownership while state banks recycled fiscal resources to invest in private 

enterprise at the expense of investment in health and education.  The course will 

demonstrate how nationalist governments in Africa also allowed a reincarnation of colonial 

exploitation, by using their ownership of agricultural marketing boards to extract surpluses 

from poor farmers for re-investment in industry and commerce via state owned investment 

agencies.   As a result of the state involvement in business their own organs were 

awkwardly positioned as both competitors as well as regulators of private enterprise. As a 

result of further control over banks, development banks and mortgage finance sources, and 

the authority to approve foreign exchange, the government literally controlled the flow of 

funds to enterprises.  The course will proceed to demonstrate how these developments 

have had adverse implications to the conduct of fiscal and monetary policy.  The fact that 

the state financial oligarchy allowed government to direct credit from banks to state 

enterprises or preferred enterprises literally marginalized pure private sector access to 

finance. 

 

The fact that bank provision of credit to non-performing enterprises relied on the 

generosity of the state to refinance them when such funding turned into bad loans, means 

that fiscal policy was fused with monetary policy.  

 

In effect, the state exercised fiscal policy via the monetary institutions. The governments 

caused major failures in a locative efficiency of the financial system by suppressing 

interest rates to reduce the burden of the internal public debt and loans to state enterprises.  

Critical in these discussions will be efforts at economic integration in Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND TOURISM IN EAST AFRICA  

SUMMER 2007 

BY:  DR. KISOVI  

 

1. Wildlife: Birds, insects, forests and animals 

 

2. Birds of East Africa 

 Flamingoes (mainly Kenya) 

 Ostriches (mainly Kenya) 

 Cranes (mainly Uganda) 

 Hawks 

 Weaver birds 

 Vultures 

 Parrots 

 Crows 

 Guinea fowls 

 Ibis 

 Doves 

 Kites 

 Storks 

 

3. Animals 

 Herbivores: Elephants, giraffes, gazelles, zebra, buffalos, rhinos, hippos, kudus, 

wilderbeats. 

 Carnivores: Lions, Leopards, foxes, cheetahs, hyenas. 

 Omnivores: monkeys, gorillas, and chimpanzees 

 

4. Insects 

 Butterflies 

 Bees 

 Flies 

 Scorpions 

 Wasps 

 Termites 

 Mosquitoes 

 

5. Reptiles 

 Snakes 

 Crocodiles 

 Lizards 

 Frogs 

 

6. Management and conservation of wildlife: Measures in place 

 National Game Parks 

 Game reserves 

 Forest reserves 

 Hunting of wildlife banned 



 Creation of Kenya Wildlife Services (KWS), Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) 

and Tanzania Wildlife Trust (TWT) to manage wildlife. 

 Creation of animal orphanages to protect to the endangered species 

 Education centers 

 Private efforts to preserve wildlife 

 Medicare for wildlife 

 Regional cooperation 

 

7. Game Parks and Reserves in East Africa 

 Kenya 

(i) Game Parks: (Mt. Kenya, Tsavo, Nairobi, Amboseli, Meru, Marsabit, Shaba 

etc) 

(ii)  Game Reserves: (Maasai Mara, North Kitui, South Kitui, Lake Bogoria) 

 

 Tanzania 

(i) Game Parks: (Serengeti, Mt. Kilimanjaro, L. Manyara, Ruacha, Katavi) 

(ii)  Game Reserves: (Selous, Ngorongoro Crater, Rungwa, Kigos) 

 

 Uganda 

(i) Game Parks: (Murchison Falls, Queeen Elizabeth, Ruwenzori, Mt. Elgon) 

(ii)  Game Reserves: (Katonga, Kyambura, Bukura, Toro) 

 

8. Tourism and Eco-tourism 

 Domestic tourism 

 International tourism 

 

9. Factors influencing tourism in Kenya 

 Publicity 

 Package tours 

 Training personnel 

 Security 

 Tourist attractions 

 Tourist hotels 

 

10. Tourist attractions 

 Wildlife 

 Beautiful scenery 

 Historic and pre-historic sites 

 Clean sandy beaches 

 Warm pleasant climate 

 Friendly community 

 Good hotels 

 Cultural diversity 

 Transport network 

 

11. Significance of tourism 

 Foreign exchange earner 



 Major source of employment 

 Promotion of Art and Craft industry 

 Appreciation of wildlife 

 Cultural exchange 

 

12. Significance of wildlife Conservation 

 Preservation of environment 

 Forests are source of industrial raw materials 

 Forests regulate climate 

 Forests are source of income, employment, wood fuel, poles for electricity and 

telephone lines  

 Forests control pollution in that they act as natural sink for carbon dioxide 

 Wildlife encourages tourism which bring foreign exchange 

 

13. Problems facing wildlife 

 Poaching animals and plant species 

 Human encroachment 

 Pollution 

 Overpopulation of animals beyond land carrying capacities 

 Drought 

 Presence of game lodges 

 Bush fire 

 Pests and diseases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JOURNALS FOR EXCURSIONS AND FIELD TRIPS  
 

July 20, 2007 Arrive in Kenya 

 

 
 

July 21, 2007 

 

Today we started off by going to the Kenya National Library.  There, we gave them a 

donation from last yearôs Kenya SAP.  We also learned about the Camel Library that 

brings books to children that canôt get to libraries literally by camel-back. 

 
 

 



 
 

After that, we went to Uhuru Park and had a bag lunch.   

 

 
 


